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 There is little tendency to spontaneous cure, although the symptoms
may almost disappear in the winter. Acute bullous and vesicular
eruptions should receive moist dressings of potassium permanganate
1 in 4,000 or monsol 1 in 500 of water. Free evaporation should be
allowed and the feet rested. When the blistering has stopped and the
erythema faded, calamine liniment with 1 per cent monsol can be used
till the dry scaly stage is reached. Then Whitfield's ointment should be
thoroughly rubbed in every morning and evening after washing with
soap and water. An improved form of Whitfield's ointment is known
as mycocten ointment. It is composed of lead oxide ointment (Danish
Pharmacopoeia) 60, liquid paraffin, the ethyl ester of para-hydroxy-
benzoic acid, and salicylic acid of each 3 parts; its efficacy is increased
by the addition of 5 per cent ammoniated mercury, which, however, is
not always well tolerated. In obstinate cases it is well to alternate the
ointment every fortnight with Castellanf s fuchsin paint (see p. 458).
This paint is especially useful for small crops of vesicles, which should
be previously pricked and have their loose tags removed.
Legge and his co-workers obtained the best results with equal parts
of glycerin and 7 per cent solution of iodine. Some otherwise intractable
cases yield to 2 per cent cignolin, a synthetic chrysarobin substitute,
in benzene. Thick horny masses must be removed by daily painting
with salicylic acid 60 grains in 1 fluid ounce of alcohol 90 per cent, or
by a barium sulphide depilatory. They also diminish under the influence
of X-rays \ B to £ B (roughly 125 to 166 r) weekly, three or four
times. The nails must not be neglected: they are a frequent source of
reinfection, even though showing no clinical changes.
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536.] Monilias are yeast-like fungi composed of budding oval spores.
In culture they produce some mycelium but no asci. There are two chief
varieties, Manilla albicans and M. pinoyi.
Monilia can vegetate harmlessly on the human skin, from which it
can be cuiturec} ^ a ]arge proportion of persons, especially from the
toes, breasts, groins, and nails. Benham and Hopkins grew M. albicans,
never from normal skin but, in 18 per cent of cases, from the tongue
or faeces. If, therefore, M. albicans were found regularly in a given type
of skin lesion there would be justification for considering it causal, and
the source of infection might well be the alimentary tract. Cutaneous
lesions are probably often due to inoculation by fingers contaminated
from the stools. The pathogemcity of monilia is more facultative than

